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7 years before                                                 

A short film by Maged Mohamed      
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About the film: 

 

In the period of 40s it often happened, that a man left his home and his family, because of 

his believing to bring stability to his country and for this reason also to his family in 

participating at something called war - and wining for himself courage and glory. 
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“7 years before” is a short film about the last hours before a husband or lover is leaving his 

girl behind, for changing his home for an unknown future. 

The stories' perspective is from the female point of view. In the center point of this short 

film are the emotions and thoughts of this remaining day and of the moment of saying 

goodbye to each other. 

The strong and overwhelming emotional landscape of this women is shown by the 

choreographer and director Maged Mohamed in his most concrete language, the language 

of the body called dance. 

Maged Mohamed is impressed by this moment of such strong feelings and also by the 

thought, that this situation not only happened in the past: No, it is still happening every day 

to millions of women!  

 

 



3 

 

Maged Mohamed speaking about the film: 

 
 

When I heard the music from Niall Byrne for the first time, I was so touched and immediately 

the story of the film was on my mind. Even when I work most of the time on stages, I knew 

from the beginning, that I want to do this story for the screen, because it gave me the option 

to present it on whole different level. I wanted to combine the reality of the second world 

war-period with dance, with something very minimalistic and very touching at the same 

time. 

 

Talking about the war from the side of the love was always a matter for me - and the leaving 

of what we are actually belong to. I choose the neo classical dance for the most emotional 

parts of the film, to go deeper, to show the complete landscape of the feelings, thoughts and 

emotions you have in mind in such a situation. Another wish from my side was also, to 

present to more people the world of the neo classical dance and to show a part of this huge 

range dance has. 
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Watch the movie on Vimeo: 

Account: https://vimeo.com/153894035                                                                                                       

Password: 7yearsbefore                                                                                                               

Duration: 9 minutes                                                                                                                          

Release: February 2016 

You want to watch or need the film in another quality? Please contact us! 
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The team of “7 years ago” 
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A film by Maged Mohamed 

Danced and played by Ekaterina Petina, Cyril Pierre & Sofia Petina 

Idea & Choreography: Maged Mohamed 

Director: Maged Mohamed & Sonja Maria Kröner 

Music: Niall Byrne   

Director of Photography: Julia Daschner 

Editor: Frank Sippach 

Re-recording mixer: Florian Schneeweiß 

Colour Matching: Claudia Fuchs 

Steadicam Operator: Niels Voges 

Assistant Camera: Georg Nikolaus 

On Set Recording: Marco Kern 

Make-Up Artist: Elaine Silva Martins 

Dance Costume Design: Louise Flanagan                                                                                      

Chief Electrician: Finn Gosch 

Runner: Jonas Edele  

Special thanks to Bettina Wagner-Bergelt for her kind and generous support. 
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Kindly supported by University of Television and Film Munich, the Bavarian State Ballet and 

Tanzbüro München.    

                                                                                                                                                 

                     

 

Preise: 

             

 

Festival selections:  
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Maged Mohamed – Choreographer & Director 

Maged Mohamed was born in Mekka, Saudi Arabia and started his ballet training at the age 

of 8. Following his graduation from the Higher Institute of Ballet in Cairo, Egypt, he received 

a scholarship prize in 1998/ 1999 from the UNESCO Art Foundation to participate at the 

school of Associzione Balletto Classico in Reggio Emilia, Italy. Additionally, there he would 

also graduate from the Fine Arts University.                                                                                            

He received his first engagement with the Cairo Opera Ballet Company at 16 years old, 

where by the age 17 he had become a soloist with the company. Then he danced at ABC 

(Cosi-Stefanescu) in Reggio Emilia, Italy from 1998/ 1999. 

In 2000 at age of 20 he was engaged as a soloist with the Staatstheater Meiningen. Before 

being engaged as a soloist with Staatstheater Chemnitz, he danced with the Ballet of the 

Semperoper Dresden for five seasons. 

He has been engaged with Bavarian State Ballet from the 2008/ 2009 season until 2016. 

Maged has a vast repertoire and performing experience including a mix of classic, new 

classic, modern and contemporary dance. He has performed some of the most notable 

works from Petipa, Ashton, Iavrovsky, Cranko, Begirt, Tetly, Lassnini, Cunningham, Sir 

MacMillan and many more. 

He has worked with many major choreographers such as Uwe Scholz, John Neumeier, 

William Forsythe, Jiri Kylian, Vladimir Derevianko, Matz Ek, Azure Barton and more. 

Homepage: www.maged-mohammed.com 

                                                                                                                                           

Sonja Maria Kröner - Director 

Born in 1979 in Munich. She studied literature and philosophy at the University of Munich 

and since 2003 screenplay and directing at the University of Television and Film Munich. In 

2009 she received a Media Arts Fellowship from the Kirch Foundation and the University of 

Television and Film Munich to realize her video installation " Six Doors", a peepshow about 6 

women in 6 different stages of life. "Six Doors" was shown 2010 at the Great Art Exhibition 

in Haus der Kunst Munich. After her graduation film "Zucchini blossoms" she worked on her 

installations "The Black Hole" and "Flipbook News" (a walkable flipbook cinema) and on her 

debut film "Summer Houses". 

 

 

Niall Byrne - Composeriall Byrne is an award-winning Irish composer.  Niall studied piano and composition at the  

Niall Byrne is an award-winning Irish composer.  Niall studied piano and composition at the 

Royal Irish Academy of Music. He was awarded first prize at the 1992 Dublin Film Festival's 

music competition, chaired by composer Michael Nyman.  Since then he has composed 
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music for films and television dramas.  His orchestral score for the silent film 'Guests of the 

Nation' has been performed in Dublin (NCH), London (Barbican) and New York (Lincoln 

Center, Alice Tully Hall).  He's received several IFTA Award nominations, and won Best 

Original Music at the 10th annual IFTA Awards in 2013 for his score to the BBC film 'Loving 

Miss Hatto'.  More recenlty he scored the BAFTA nominated drama series 'Cilla' for ITV.  

Homepage: www.niallbyrnecomposer.com 
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Ekaterina Petina & Cyril Pierre – The Performers                            

Ekaterina Petina was born in Sevastopol. Ten years old she started training at the Waganova 

Academy in St. Petersburg. In 2001 she assumed her first engagement at the Mariinsky 

Theatre St. Petersburg where she among others danced solo parts in Balanchine's “Rubies”, 

Forsythe's “In the Middle”, “Somewhat Elevated”, “Approximate Sonata”, “Steptext” and 

several fairies in “Sleeping Beauty”. She also participated in various Mariinsky Theatre tours 

across Japan, England, China, Canada and Mexico. In 2009/ 2010 she became a soloist with 

the Bavarian State Ballet and from the beginning of the season 2011/ 2012 she performed 
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as first soloist. Ekaterina was appointed to principal dancer rank with the beginning of the 

season 2014/ 2015.  

Cyril Pierre was born in Nancy, France, and trained at the Conservatoire of his native town, 

before joining Serge Golovine's class at the Ballet School of the Opéra National de Paris. 

Having graduated, he was engaged at Roland Petit's Ballet National de Marseille, where he 

was promoted to first soloist in 1990 and to étoile (Principal) in 1992. Four years later Helgi 

Tomasson invited him to join the San Francisco Ballet as a principal dancer. His San Francisco 

repertoire included all major classical roles, as well as contemporary creations by Helgi 

Tomasson, James Kudelka and others.                                                                                                

Together with his former partner Lucia Lacarra he joined the Bavarian State Ballet as a 

principal dancer in autumn 2002, dancing such important roles as Onegin, Prince Siegfried 

(“Swan Lake”) and Abderakhman (“Raymonda”) in his very first Munich season. During the 

season 2003/ 2004 he enlarged his repertoire with Günther in John Neumeier's “The 

Nutcracker”, Theseus/ Oberon in Neumeier's “A Midsummer Night's Dream” and Prince 

Désiré in “Sleeping Beauty” (M. Petipa/ I. Liška). As a guest dancer Cyril appeared on stages 

worldwide, in full performances (Berlin, Prague, Naples, Milan) as well as in galas, mostly 

together with his former partner Lucia Lacarra. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact:  

Tanzbüro München – Simone Schulte-Aladag & Miria Wurm GbR  

Dachauerstr. 114/ Entrance 1 

80636 München, Germany 

Phone: 0049 (0)89 30700238                                                                                                             

Mobile: 0049 (0)151 54 82 46 82 

E-mail: m.wurm@tanzbueromuenchen.de


